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Picnic 
Carville loves outings such the picnic given the the Forty and Eight cooperation with the Point Clair 


Lions Club, June 24, Preparing serve box lunches are visiting and local voyageurs, r., Fred Hansen, Joe 


Martinez, Frank Nesom, Carl Elder and Fred Francis. _(Story page 14.) 
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Airaku-En Okinawa’s “Garden Mutual Love” 


Dee Kiernan 


Miss Kiernan civilian employee the Headquarters Corps, Public Information Office Okinawa. She 
has been writing intermittently since 1951, beginning her career Okinawa her first residency there. 


Foreword: This article was submit- 
ted THE STAR for publication, 
behalf the author Lt, Col. James 
Chesnutt, Chief the Magazine and 
Book Branch, Public Information 
sion, Office the Chief Information 
and Education, Department the 
Washington. 


warming story. The helping hand, 
generously extended the patients 
Okinawa’s “Garden Mutual Love” 
the 75th Regimental Combat Team 
and other Army personnel human- 
project which all Americans can 
proud of. 

The photographs illustrating this 
siory are SFC Ernest Stearns, 
RYCOM Signal Service, released the 
Office Public Information, 
ment Defense. Ed. 


“Leprosy!” 

Since Biblical times the word has de- 
creed fate for which there was 
hope. hope for health, hope tor 
friendship, hope for life was 
meant lived. bell tinkling from 
the neck the afflicted one proclaimed 
him “unclean,” and 
fiom society fend for his wants, for- 
ever alone, until released death. 

“Leprosy” known thrive areas 
warm, humid climate where the pop- 
ulace lives under congested conditions, 
The Ryukyu Islands fit these require- 
ments, and there are victims, These 
islands, matter fact, have one 
the highest incident rates 
world; the rate “leprosy” the Ryu- 
surpassed only China and 
India. 


Children the Airaku-en Preventorium 
receiving friendship gifts from Mrs. Charles 
President the 29th RCT NCO 
Wives Club who solely support the preven- 
torium staff and personnel. 


the island Yagachi off Okinawa’s 
northern shores the Japanese govern- 
ment during the Airaku-en, 
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House Prayer, non-denominational church Airaku-en Okinawa, the result 


the active interest taken the colony Americans stationed the keystone the 


Pacific. 


Procession moves into the House Prayer Airaku-en during dedication ceremony 
November 1953. Next the door, left right are: Brig. Gen. Charles Bromley, 
former Civil Administrator the Ryukyu Islands; Maj. Gen. Fay Upthegrove, former 
Commanding General, 20th Air Force; Capt. Sataru Harada, Language Aide; Maj. Gen. 
David Odgen, former Commanding General Ryukyus command and Deputy Governor 
the Ryukyu Islands; Canon William Heffner, Episcopal Missionary 
and Mr. Shuhei Higa, Chief Executive the Government the Ryukyu Islands. 


translated into English, was made 
Japanese-type tile roofed houses for mar- 
ried couples. Concrete and tile domi- 
iories, administration and medical 
ings made the remainder the set- 
tlement. 

And then came World War II. 

During the war, Japan concentrated 
her submarine and destroyer fleets 
the inlets and channels surrounding Ya- 
gachi. The colony was mistaken for 
naval shore installation, and was destroy- 
ten million rounds ammunition 
from the American forces. The mistake 
was discovered with the American land- 
ings the island, Within weeks, Marine 
doctors, corpsmen and tons medica! 
supplies landed Yagachi repair 
the damage. 

American Military Government was 
established and order began 
brought out chaos. Even with the 
reconstruction the Ryukyus, Airaku- 
not forgotten. Hospitals and 
homes began rebuilt. Administra- 
tion facilities were provided. Shops and 
roads began reappear. 
gan emerge. 


The aid provided the colony was 
mainly from American sources. Super- 
stitions among the Okinawans led 
people believe “leprosy” was 
divine punishment for past sins, and 
they largely refused help their own, 
was nearly impossible obtain in- 
digenous laborers and contractors 
rebuild the colony. 


Clothing and supplies contributed the 
RCT servicemen support Airaku- 
en. Assisting unloading the supplies are 
(L-R) Higa Onna, Tokuda and Cpl, Stanie 
Nakata (Azusa, Calif.), Hq. Co., 29t! 
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There was work still needed 
accomplished, was aid the work 
and bring needs the patients 
the attention the Americans Okin- 
awa that American leprologist with 
Civil Administration proposed the for- 
mation volunteer group, Thus from 
emong American soldiers, civilian em- 
ployees, and their dependents was form- 
the “Friends Airaku-en.” 

Military and social organizations re- 
sponded. Letters were written friends 
and relatives the United States, and 
the news spread. Donations clothing 
and money began arrive, and Airaku- 
began flourish. 

One the earliest groups respond 
were the men, and their families, the 
29th Infantry Regiment. 

Trained lethal fighting machine, 
this forerunner Okinawa’s 75th Reg- 
imental Combat Team, proved them- 
leaders combat. They gave 
selves, their knowledge and their pos- 
sessions, help the less fortunates 
Airaku-en, 

1952, the men the regiment un- 
der the direction Chaplain Albert 
Moss, continued the campaign give 
church the people the colony. 
1951, check for $1,000 was received 
from American Leprosy Missions, Inc., 
New York, with the notation “for non- 
denominational house prayer for all 
people.” This check was made possible 
through the activities former cap- 
tain the Medical Corps who lett 
Okinawa 1949, Dr. E.A. Jennings 
the University Maryland, and his 
uncle, William Sibley, South Caro- 
lina Sunday School instructor. 

Men the 29th, and other local 
donors contributed $1,500 for the fund, 
which turn was swelled $1,000 
from the congregation the 
Harry Kennedy, Episcopal Bishop 
Hawaii recent visitor the colony. 

March 1952, work was begun 
the House Prayer, designed archi- 
tect Lt. Carl Prior. November 
1953, the church was dedicated, with the 
29th Infantry Band taking part the 
ceremonies. 

Taking part the activities 
aku-en specialty the men the 

October 1953, the Welfare Council 
the 29th was formed. Plans were 
set regular contributions form 
fund which draw for needs. One 
the withdrawals from the fund was 
$300 purchase oil for generators in- 
stalled the colony soldier techni- 
cians during their leisure hours. 

Major projects for Airaku-en the 
men the infantry have been numer- 
$4,200 was spent build com- 
munity hall. Next, survey was con- 
ducted that revealed sixty, not the pre- 
viously reported twelve, tubercular pa- 
tients Airaku-en. result, the 


built 80-bed wing onto the ex- 
isting hospital. Beds and bedding were 
needed, and again the 29th responded; 
over $3,000 was contributed. 

November 20, 1954, the name 
colors the 29th Infantry Reg- 
iment were inactivated. its place, but 
with the same desire serve, was in- 
stalled the 75th Regimental Combat 
Team. New name only, the men 
the 75th continued the work that was 
begun the 

Foremost among the many contribu- 
tions the colony the affection and 
attention given the children born 
patients the colony. Within the col- 
eny confines, but apart from the inner 
village for patients with Hansen’s dis- 
ease, the “Preventorium” Airaku-en. 
This the home healthy children 
forced separated from their 
parents. 

The 75th NCO Wives Club, 
Mrs. Charles Briscoe, cares 
the wants these youngsters, who range 
age from one nineteen years. Busily 
the women campaign raise 
clothing, athletic equipment, games and 
anything else child might use, And 
usual the campaigns are successful. 

estimated that since 1953, $25,000 
has been donated Airaku-en the 
men, and their families, the infantry. 

However, the men the infantry 
more than give money the colony; they 
give themselves. Periodically, Master 
Sergeants Charles Briscoe and Frank 
groups discover new needs the 
patients. 

Highlight the activities comes 
Christmas. Busloads men the 75th, 
and their families, arrive the col- 
ony bringing small personal gifts the 
patients, “Santa Claus,” picked from the 
infantry, full dress St. Nick regalia, 
bands out the larger and more cosily 
gifts purchased with money from the 
Welfare Council Fund the 75th. 

Airaku-en has taken the semblance 
thriving little village nearly one 
thousand inhabitants. consists 
inner village which the patients are 
restricted, and outer village which 
houses doctors, administration facilities, 
and the Modern 
munity stores, refreshment stands, bar- 
ber shop and beauty shop give the ap- 
pearence normalcy. The barber shop 
recently was given two modern barber 
chairs, bought with payday contributions 
the enlisted men the 75th. 

Among the residents the colony are 
fifteen patients who have become blind. 
make life little easier, system 
bells has been devised. Where once the 
sound bells signified the unwanted, 
today Airaku-en the sound 
acts guides the blind. large bell 
stands atop hill within the colony. Its 
deeper tones accent the tinkling sounds 
smaller bells, each with different 
tone and rung winds, Each tone tells 


the blind patient his location and thus 
guides him safely, and with further 
help. 

Today the lives these patients are 
far different than they were not too 
many years ago. Strides gained 
ern medicine have worked seeming mira- 
cles arresting Hansen’s disease diag- 
nosed early stages. 

Today patients can begin have 
hope. Airaku-en, far from feeling 
castaways and unwanted, the patients 
are aware the vitally necessary 
edge that someone cares for their wel- 
fare. Someone does care: the men the 
75th Regimental Combat Team. 


Good Samaritans 


Mobile Construction Battalion Six 
composed Sea Bees who are building 
defense installations Antigua the 
West Indies. also composed some 
excellent examples fine 
ings. Witness: 

During their stay there 
they live tents themselves) the Sea 
Bees discovered the Antigua Colony. 
one knows exactly how started, 
soon the idea “helping” caught 
hold. 


was discovered there was electri- 
city the colony. Books were scarce. 
There was virtually form enter- 
tainment. Eight small children the 
colony had few toys. One girl ten years 
age had never seen movie. 

The Sea Bees moved with charac- 
teristic vim. time all collections 
were being made chow lines, movie 
and projector were sent the colony 
once week, the first ever viewed there 
patient who had been there years. 

“Pocket” books began come out 
sea bags and foot lockers for the colony. 
MCB Six’s eventual goal: “Something 
when the Sea Bees leave, the colony 
will have gasoline generator and 
kerosene refrigeration system, the Can 
Boys have build themselves. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. “Our Navy,” June Ist, 

When calling the roll good samari- 
tans, include the names Danny Kaye 
and Rocky Marciano. Danny did movie 
short about the work United Nations 
International Children’s Emergency 
Fund last fall which has been shown 
probably more theaters than any movie 
short ever made. Next fall Danny will 
make his debut “See Now,” 
telling the story what UNICEF 
doing all over the Much the 
footage will devoted Kaye talking 
expert Hansen’s disease Ni- 
geria and examining the children, all 
patients under the expert’s care, 

During his vacation Brazil last 
March, Rocky Marciano, world heavy- 
weight champion, appeared boxing 
exhibition benefit show for home for 
children with HD. 
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Leprosy World Problem 


John Hanks, Ph.D. Bacteriologist, Leonard Wood Memorial, Harvard Medical School. 
Address given Dr, Hanks the Layman’s “Informational Luncheon,’ Boston, Massachusetts, June 1956. Sponsored 


the American Leprosy Missions, Inc. 


* * 


John Hanks, Ph.D., (above), 
the Leonard Wood Memorial’s research 
laboratory, Department Bacteriology and 
Immunology, Harvard Medical 

Dr. Hanks, one the country’s foremost 
scientists, probably devoting more time 
the investigative field Hansen’s disease, 
than anyone else the U.S., with the ex- 
ception Sister Hilary Ross Carville. 
Dr. Hanks’ research the metabolism 
the Hansen’s bacillus gives promise some 
extremely findings. 

Dr. Hanks not only fine scientist, but 
one can see from reading his address, 
greatly concerned with the human side 
the problem. This understandable 
view his background. was stationed 
Culion the Philippines, one the 
iargest institutions the world, during 
WWII, and although and his family could 
have left before the storm broke, they chose 
stay. Dr. Hanks worked right through 
ali the hardships Japanese 
side side with the patients. 


such this for take that you are 
not here because concern that you 
might contract leprosy that might 
become major problem the State 
lieve that 


All men are brothers. 

That some God’s children 
times are deep need. 

That the help needed propor- 
tion the wounds which circum- 
stances may inflict. 

That for the person with leprosy, 
the wounds are doubly deep—both 
physical and spiritual. 


you would like know 
what being done about such prob- 
lem country blessed ours, 

There are three organizations which 
are directly concerned responsible 
for the care and control leprosy: 


The United States Public Health 
Service (USPHS) supports the only 
leprosarium our country, 
Federal grants-in-aid for research 
leprosy. 

The Leonard Wood Memorial 


research program dedicated 
the purpose leaving 
untaken which may lead the 
gram functions under five full-time 
professional departments of: 


Bacteriology Medical and In- 
formation. 

American Leprosy Missions—A 
nited Protestant movement which 
undertakes meet the immediate 
social and spiritual needs the 
patient. 


The history the disease has great 
antiquity. know much about from 
the ancient writings India, Egypt and 
Persia, best known through 
the Old Testament. misfortune 
that these inspired writings have given 
our civilization totally wrong concept 
the disease. The Hebrew word “Zaa- 
rath” denoted horrible skin conditions 
rising from spiritual ritualistic un- 
Greeks, was the actual disease, When the 
translators undertook toshorten ex- 
pression descriptively, they 
victims ordinary infectious disease 
with the painful injustice ostracism 
from the social and friendly ties 
which all men are entitled. 


Let now take careful look the 
true nature the disease. disease 
and not moral sin. 

Concerning the present distribution 
the disease, find that there are 
only four five hundred known cases 
the United States with possible to- 
tal twelve hundred. Leprosy 
concern citizens Massachusetts on- 
because the numerous contacts 
with the disease veterans World 
\War and Korea. shall undoubt- 
edly see cases from these sources, the 
Philippines, Japan, China, India, Africa, 
and South America, there are 
total some five million cases. 

The causative agent was discovered 
Dr. Armauer Hansen, 1874. 
was the first organism known 
mains the only bacterium which has not 
yet been experimentally transmitted 
cultivated. close relative the 
tubercule bacillus, and, 
and viewed under the microscope, 
indistinguishable from it. After many 
failures cultivate the leprosy bacillus, 
have last learned measure its 
activity studying its metabolism. 
may now possible unravel many 
the mysteries which surround it. 


The nature the disease varies: 
(a) The majority persons become 


immune during the long 

tion period, 

(b) few, who are out luck, 
velop progressive disease. tends 
two polar forms: 

(1) those who develop con- 
siderable resistance, 
sions are known 
loid, because 
they resemble the 
tuberculosis. those persons 
the nerves often are attacked, 

(2) those who cannot develop 
such resistance, the leproma- 
tous (most serious) type de- 
velops. The skin infiltrated 
with innumerable bacteria. 


The majority cases are not serious 
sources infection and they 
ward self-healing. 

That popular notions concerning the 
danger acquiring leprosy are falla- 
cious can shown, try simple 
experiment. How many this room 
have seen case leprosy? (Five hands, 
probably representing persons who have 
lived abroad.) How many have seen 
case measles? (Practically all hands.) 
you see, this disease could spread 
the many means and with the facility 
reputed legends concerning it, 
should all have seen, and many have had, 
this infection, 


The children Culion, the great lep- 
rosarium the Philippines, are born 
bacteriologically positive parents and 
surrounded bacteriologically positive 
friends Nevertheless, only 
have shown evidence the disease 
the age three years, which time 
incidence declining. The marital re- 
lationship provides the most prolonged 
and intimate contact known exist be- 
tween adults. Cross-infection rates are 
only about 5%. This one chance 
represents one likelihood twenty life- 
times (or wife-times) 

Control naturally subject real 
concern us. The favorite theory, that 
segregation, amounts the prover- 
habit locking the barn door after 
the horse has been stolen. Infections 
spread before disease recognized pos- 
more readily than afterward. 
can best illustrate this point 
the common cold, This disease 
spread particular two days. The 
day before one comes down, and the 
day does come down with it. you 
feel the need rest when struggling 
with cold, all means stay home 
from the But not with 
the excuse that you avoid giving the 
cold fellow employees. the time 
vou feel the results and evidence the 


(cont’d page 
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Dr. Hanks 


existence the cold, you already have 
done thorough job spreading the 
germs. 

The modern counterpart finding 
the case and giving treatment just 
weak the above proposition. The 
diagnosis late that suceptibles 
the environs probably have already been 
saturated. Only new cases are 
related previous Cases. 

The first effective treatment has been 
found the use the sulphone drugs. 
These drugs permit 
ment nearly 100% lepromatous pa- 
tients. The difficulty lies the fact 
that, while the sulphone drugs cause 
fall the number bacteria, pla- 
teau reached before the bacilli dis- 
appears. During this period apparent 
arrest sometimes followed relapse. 

immunization meets the theoretical 
requirements, but not yet 
stand how apply this theory. 

have tried provide brief factual 
survey few features leprosy. 
conclusion, would stress the fact that 
one can comtemplate the conse- 
quences for those who aquire such dis- 
ease without engaging some very 
ber thinking. 

trolling the disease the basis what 
now known being applied. 
must accumulate much more 
tal knowledge and then test whether 
can applied. 

members compassionate soci- 
ety may well face it! Some God’s 
children are serious trouble, 

They need help two kinds: 

Persons who will stand and 
counted. They must also count- 
upon 

insist upon more reasonable, 
intelligent attitude throughout 
society. 

—to support those organizations 
which undertake alleviate their 
physical and spiritual needs here 
and now, 


(cont’d from page 


DSE Pians Carville Tour 


Delta Sigma Epsilon Sorority mak- 
ing plans for the 1956 National Conclave 
held New Orleans Hotel 
Roosevelt from August 19-22. 
Conclave trip this Public Health 
vice Hospital set for Aug.23. 

The women Delta Sigma Epsilon 
have taken special interest handicap- 
ped patients this hospital. Various 
chapters have adopted patients, and re- 
member them with gifts 
throughout the year. With the Conclave 
gathering within driving distance, will 
present opportunity for some the 
women meet patients with whom they 
have been corresponding. will also 
give patients concerned opportunity 
personally express appreciation for 
their kindness. 


Louisiana Takes Common Sense and Realistic Approach 
Its Problem 


The unique position Louisiana 
with reference Hansen’s disease rec- 
ognized public health problem 
real importance. The U.S, Public Health 
Service Hospital for Hansen’s disease 
Carville, and the patients sometimes 
leave the institution while the active 
stage the disease and take res 
idence Louisiana they cannot 
compelled remain the hospital. 

According the Biennial Report 
the Louisiana State Board Health, 
1954-55, “During the past two years 
more than patients with active and 
arrested disease have registered the 
out-patient clinic (New Orleans) and 
approximately other cases through- 
out the State are under monthly bi- 
monthly observation and treatment. The 
disease appears more less station- 
ary the United States, but Louisi- 
ana the trend downward. During the 
past five years average only four 
cases year have been reported, Leprosy 
has existed Louisiana for more than 
years. all the States, Louisiana has 
had the greatest number indigenous 
cases. 


program for the study the ep- 
idemiology and control the disease 
was started December 1950, when 
the U.S. Public Health Service assigned 
the Louisiana Department Health 
leprologist and public health nurse 
determine the total number cases 
the State, follow all discharged 
A.W.O.L. patients and examine 
intervals the household and family con- 
acts all known cases. The U.S. Pub- 
lic Health Service Hospital New 
Orleans made available to. the health 
department out-patient clinic for the 
treatment patients not requiring hos- 
pitalization Carville. 

“This program has been successful 
finding early cases the disease, well 
keeping the disease under control 
those who have been medically discharg- 
from Carville.” 

The control program, states the De- 
partment Health, effective, must 
have the cooperation the medical and 
nursing professions and least some 
understanding the public. 
end, talks and illustrated lectures have 
been presented medical students, in- 
ternes, resident nurses, physicians, and 
civic clubs. 

“Treatments with the newer sulfone 
drugs have been very effective. Patients 
show not only astonishing physical 
improvement, but also strong desire 
live others live. The changes 
outlook during the last two years have 
resulted advance the public health 
and social approach the problem.” 

great deal the credit for the suc- 
cess the program Louisiana due 
William Meyer and his nurse-as- 


sistant, Miss Virginia Hines. Dr. Meyer, 
lozn from the PHS the State, has 
been charge the program since its 
inception, was Carville’s resident 
medical staff for three years and one 
the most popular doctors that ever served 
here. tactful, kind and understand- 
ing. State Health officer, Dr. Philips 
has cooperated fully the 
disease program. 


State Welfare Assistance 
Sought for Patients 


Since 1952 legislative act, has 
been possible for patients who entered 
this hospital from Louisiana, and who 
have means income receive small 
monthly allowances from the state wel- 
fare board. 

There another group patients, 
also without income, who entered the 
hospital from other states, who have 
residence rights the state from which 
they came this state, despite the 
fact that they are registered voters 
Louisiana. This has made them people 
without state far welfare assist- 
tance concerned, 

With this group patients mind, 
Senator John Nelson, Plaquemine, 
18th Senatorial District Louisiana, in- 
troduced Senate Bill the recent ses- 
sion the Louisiana Legislature. This 
Act was fulfill residency requirements 
patients who are registered voters 
Louisiana, and who have been residing 
this State for least three years 
diately preceeding the application for as- 
sistance, While this Act passed the Senate 
without opposition, died the House. 

understand that the Welfare 
Board Louisiana considering plan 
whereby some these patients could 
clear their residency. patient has re- 
this hospital three years after 
discharge, would considered resi- 
dent the state for would not then 
here primarily for treatment, but rath- 
for permanent residence. This, 
course, would apply only those with- 
out income and the payments could 
not exceed $12 monthly. have been 
told that one patient has already been 
certified under this plan. 

The question may arise, what pa- 
tients hospital need money for, 
hospital where practically everything 
furnished, They need “pin money” for 
cold drinks, stamps, 
rettes, dry cleaning, and many other 
small items. This has long been recog- 
nized the Territory Hawaii where 
every patient the two Hospitals 
ments. addition, the blind patients re- 
ceive $10 monthly cash allowances. 
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interviewed some exceptionally in- 
teresting people here June-a Texas 
nurse duty Formosa, Belgian 
physician working the Congo, and 
two physicians studying for the priest- 
hood. were all young, twentyish 
and all had unbounded 
enthusiasm for the work they are 
planning do. 

Ruth Duncan, R.N., from Lubbock, 
Texas, spent week here. Miss Duncan 
this country furlough from For- 
mosa where she has been working since 
1952 under the sponsorship the China 
Inland Mission. What two Texans 
talk about when they meet foreign 
soil? Why, Texas, course. But ad- 
dition, talked about Miss Duncan’s 
experiences Formosa and Com- 
munist China-that is, she talked, 
listened and asked questions. 

Miss Duncan sailed for China 
Hwalung, Tsinghai, the far 
west China the Tibetan border, 
about 500 miles from Lassa, the capital 
Tibet. She was China for almost 
five years. Then the Communists came 
and closed the hospital, and Miss Dun- 
can and her co-workers were placed un- 
der “house for about five 
months, “We were always under guard 
and, course, under suspicion.” 

She came home 1951 and year 
later went Formosa where 
been stationed the Happy Mount 
Colony, small mission institution treat- 
ing about patients. They have had 
very encouraging results with the use 
DDS, the parent sulfone. The govern- 
about 800 patients. need there 
Duncan said. There 
are about ten thousand cases 
southern Formosa, many more than 
the northern part the country, but 
both hospitals are the north. 

“My visit Carville has been most 
week. was especially interested 
your physio-therapy department, wish 
could have man like your Dr. 
specializing hand surgery, could 
serve patients not only Formosa but 
also the other countries close like 
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Japan and the Philippines,” she said. 

Miss Duncan told that she had 
heard about THE STAR, but had 
never read copy until her visit. 
greatly impressed with your paper and 
the work STAR doing. was 
worth the week just for Before 
going the mission field, Ruth Duncan 
was duty the Lubbock Memorial 
Hospital. She graduate Moody 
hible Institute, Chicago. 

Miss Duncan will return Formosa 
later this summer, She said, “The gov- 
ernment Formosa very anxious 
have workers and they are 
cooperative.” 


W.H.O. fellow, Dr. Michel Lechat 
native Brussells, working 
the Belgian Congo, included week 
Carville his six-months study tour 
hospitals. Dr. Lechat’s tour will 
take him several countries South 
America, Fr. Africa and Africa. 

Dr. Lechat charge the Xonda 
Settlement, Cocquinville, Belgian 
Congo, where there are more than 
thousand patients. uses DDS com- 
bination with Chaulmoogra Oil. has 
been the Congo for four years, 

Dr. Lechat was delegate the 
Congress held Rome 
April. reported the Congress being 
“most worthwhile.” 

Dr. Gerald Farrell from Brooklyn and 
Dr. John Bergwall from Milwaukee had 
two busy weeks .at this hospital. Both 
young physicians are studying for the 
priesthood Maryknoll Seminary, Os- 
New York. 

Dr. Farrell has only one more year 
work New York University 
Cornell and got his Albany 
Medical School 1948. While was 
the Navy, started thinking about 
work the mission field and decided 


then enter the priesthood. 

Bergwall has three years be- 
fore ordination. His from Mar- 
University. He, too, served the 
Navy and was stationed North Chine, 

The official title the 
Society Foreign Catholic Missionary 
Society America. “Our Society does 
not home mission work but con- 
fined strictly the foreign field,” the 
doctors explained. “We came Car- 
ville gain some experience because 
practically everywhere Maryknollers are 
sent, there Hansen’s disease.” 

Drs. Farrell and Bergwall were 
thusiastic about their stay here. “It was 
short time, but learned tremen- 
lot,” they said. 

Hercules Mendonca, administrative 
the Hale Mohalu Hospital for 
Hansen’s disease Pearl City, near Hon- 
Hawaii, was pop caller here 
July did not sign our guestbook 
because did not “up front,” but 
drove down “back” “Wits’ End” 
Cottage Grove. 

was good renew acquaintance 
with Mr. Mendenca, whom first met 
when visited here and 
kept touch occasionally. 

Hercules Mendonca has been working 
the administrative field 
Hawaii for the past years 
except for the time was the mili- 
tary service during WWII. has plenty 
the ball and seems know his specia! 
field thoroughly. was administrator 
the old Kalihi Receiving Hospital 
near Honolulu for The Ter- 
ritory used admit some its pa- 
tients Kalihi before sending them off 
Kalaupapa, Molokai, but 
tice belongs yesterday. 

The new hospital Hale Mohalu 
tablished 1949 modern and M1. 
Mendonca was quite enthusiastic over 
the vocational rehabilitation program 
they are carrying there for the 
patients. Some patients are learning 
employment skills which will allow them 
return society useful citizens. 

1941 when Hercules Mendonca was 
stationed Fort Benning, Ga., drove 
Carville but was refused admittance 
the gate. Unfortunately, the same thing 
happened again this visit. 
and Mrs, Mendonca and their daughters, 
and are vacationing the 
mainland. The distaff side the 
family waited the gate during 
Mendonca’s call the young ladies 
are “under 20” and could not admit- 
ted. The age limit for visitors Hale 
Carville. 
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Surgeon Gereral Quits 


August 31, Dr. Leonard Scheele 
will end his career years with the 
U.S. Public Health Service, the last eight 
Surgeon General, accept position 
with Warner-Lambert Pharmaceutical 
Co., New York. said was resign- 
ing allow him “to provide more 
erly” for his family. President Eisenhow- 
accepted Dr. Scheele’s 
“with regret.” Marion Folsom, secretary 
the Department Health, Education 
and Welfare, under which the PHS op- 
erates, praised Dr. Scheele for his “imag- 
ination, skill and resourcefulness.” Dr. 
Scheele was reappointed last April 
third four-year term. During Dr. Scheele’s 
tenure Surgeon General four new re- 
search institutes were established the 
federal government, for heart, dental 
diseases, arthritis and metabolic diseases, 
and neurological diseases and blindness 
the same time, appropriations for the 
National Institutes Health, the re- 
search arm the PHS, have increased 
from few millions dollars the 
record-breaking $170 million just ap- 
proved Congress for the fiscal year. 

During Dr. Scheele’s administration 
grants from the federal government 
through the National Institutes Health 
have made possible expand pro- 
gram basic research the field 
disease. These research grants 
encourage laboratory studies 
universities and other non-fed- 
eral faciliites. 

Scheele visited Carville Febru- 
ary 1950. spent full day here, in- 
specting the entire institution. was 
interviewed THE STAR. spoke 
the patient body the theatre. “We 
the Public Health Service are deeply 
concerned for the welfare every pa- 
tient this hospital,” said, not 
only for patient’s welfare today, but 
for his whole were all im- 
pressed with Dr. Scheele’s sincerity and 
friendliness and hopeful attitude. 
wish Dr. Scheele much success his new 

this writing (July 19), the name 
Scheele’s successor has not been an- 
nounced. 


Uncle Sam Good Host 


will cost Uncle Sam $5,181.45 
take care and treat patient Car- 
ville for the fiscal year beginning July 
1956, and ending June 30, 1957. This 
boils down figure $14.20 day 
per patient. are basing these figures 
average patient enrollment 318 
and the enrollment may vary some but 
only slightly, barring the unexpected. 
‘The Congressional appropriation for the 
Carville hospital for the fiscal year 1957 
$1,647,700. The appropriation for the 
fiscal year 1956 was $1,556,160 $13.80 
day for patient’s care. The new 
appropriation exceeds last year’s 


546 and the cost per day per patient 
about cents more. 

his testimony before the Subcom- 
the Committee Appropria- 
tions, House Representatives, Feb- 
ruary 1956, Dr. C.K. Himmelsbach, 
Chief the Division Hospitals, PHS, 
“The National Leprosarium 
ville, La., the only hospital the 
States where man, woman, 
child can assured admission and 
proper treatment for leprosy. These pa- 
tients present social well medical 
problems due the stigma still attached 
leprosy many people, They develop 
common the general popula- 
tion which require the manifold facili- 
ties and skills the general hospital. 
The development the sulfone therapy 
Carville the early 1940’s still the 
best treatment leprosy known.” 


LWM Official Dies 


Mr, Harold “Harry” Elias, execu- 
tive secretary the Leonard Wood 
Memorial, New York, died July 19, 
from heart attack. 

Harry Elias met Perry Burgess when 
both were active the Near East Relief 
campaigns during WWI. Later when 
Mr. Burgess organized the Mem- 
orial, which now president, Mr. 
Elias became associated with him this 
work. his book, Born Those Years, 
Perry Burgess pays tribute 
these words: “His devotion the 
cause complete though had 
seen every patient earth,” 

Mr. Elias visited Carville May 1953, 
for the “Day program 
the patients gave honor Dr. and 
Mrs. Johansen. 

Through the years 
correspondence with Harry Elias, 
was always cooperative. looked 
him personal friend and 
mourn his passing. 


Federation Engages Attorney 


The Patients’ Federation has retained 
the services attorney. Robert 
Kleinpeter Baton Rouge, member 
the law firm Kantrow, Spaht, West 
and Kleinpeter. This was announced 
the patient body July 
chairman the Executive 
Board the Patients’ Federation, The 
new Board took office July Com- 
menting the unprecedented move, 

said, has been feel- 
ing here for some time, particularly 
recent years, that lawyer was needed 
represent the patients certain situa- 
tions which seem arise periodically.” 

Asked what situations referred to, 
said, “Well, there the can- 
teen operated the Federation which 
has had some trouble several times, and 
there are other things which would 
rather not discuss this time. All can 


say that Committee and intend 
give the patients the best possible 
representation and try build the 
esprit corps the patient body again. 
think have outstanding man 
Kleinpeter, one whom can 
turn for legal advice.” 

The Federation certainly has out- 
standing attorney Robert Kleinpeter. 
and congratulate the group their 
selection and their enterprise taking 
this step. 

Robert Kleinpeter, 34, was born aud 
ate the Louisiana State University 
Law School and former FBI agent, 
was the Air Corps during World War 
and served the South Pacific. 
the Executive Board Nicholson 
Post 38, The American Legion, and 
member several local, State and Na- 
tional Bar Associations. 

Carville not new Robert Klein- 
peter. has been visiting this hospital 
off and since was about ten years 
old. the early thirties “Little Buck,” 
was then known, used appear 
tap dancer programs enter- 
tain the the old canteen. 
These were sponsored the 
American Legion Baton Rouge and 
arranged the late B.L. Spann, for 
whom the local Post now named. 
“Little Buck’s” father, George “Buck” 
was close friend Mr. 
Spann, and the elder Kleinpeter was 
one the pioneers American Legion 
work Carville. now serving 
member the Carville Coordinating 
Committee the Forty and 
Grand Voiture Louisiana. 

Robert Kleinpeter recently returned 
from Washington where had con- 
ference with PHS officials behalf 
the Patients’ Federation. 
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It’s Time Say, 


“Merci Beaucoup, 


One favorite radio commenta- 
tors signs off with, “Well, it’s that time 
again,” and his closing seems apropros 
the opening this annual subscrip- 
tion report the Forty and Eight, fun 
and honor society The American Leg- 
ion. that time again, time express 
our appreciation for your continued in- 
terest and support our work, for your 
friendly letters, your good wishes for our 
improved health, and your cooperation 
bringing about better understanding 
Hansen’s disease through wider cir- 
culation our publication. 

has been full calendar year since 
last report, and during that period 
have heard from Voyageurs thirty- 
six our States, plus the District 
Columbia. 

Some people are superstitious about 
the number 13, but I’m not one them. 
For thirteen years Voiture Nationale 
has renewed its pledge continue se- 
curing subcriptions THE STAR, 
one its projects. During those years 
you, the Voyageurs, have demonstrated 
repeatedly your concern for the success 
our educational campaign Hansen’s 
disease underwriting subscriptions 
not only for your membership but also 
for libraries and doctors’ offices. 

the close June 1956, there were 
6,017 stencils our circulation files 
bearing the 40/8 notation, and that 
approximately 63% our total circu- 
lation. Does that not bring into sharper 
focus our reasons for being indebted 
each Voyageur and Voiture 
clear that the backbone 
circulation lies the support your 
splendid veterans’ organization. May 
continue merit your cooperation. 

This issue THE STAR marks the 
hard work and mental gymnastics have 
been spent preparing the copy for 
eleven twelve issues each year, Much 
our personalities, our hopes and 
dreams have gone into the pages those 
issues. Our staff page has had deletions 
and additions some workers left our 
community pick the threads 
life again, and others joined our staff 
spend their period hospitalization 
pursuing line work that could 
assistance when they, too, begin their 
journey down the discharge road. Your 
part this program education has 
been the large one endeavoring 
bring light into the dark corners peo- 
ple’s thinking regard person who 
has Hansen’s disease, Your assistance 
dispelling the unfounded prejudices en- 
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tertained too many people toward 
discharged patient worthwhile 
service, one you can take pride in, 
our combined efforts toward the 
same ultimate goal. 

The cover the July-August 1955 
issue STAR carried picture 
the past National Chaplain The 
American Legion, Father Albert 
man, Dubuque, Iowa, taken when 
visited here. short time after that issue 
was mailed, had letter from Grand 
Chef Gare Ray Gallagher Mari- 
on, Iowa. wrote, the Grand 
help you. Will you send about 
copies your publication with Fa- 
ther Hoffman’s picture the cover, 
going ask him tell all 
about his visit Carville, 
wards will solicit subscriptions.” 
not know Father Hoffman made 
the talk, but know that this year 
received more subscriptions from 
Iowa than former years. 

Richard Bentel, Fairmont, Grand 
Correspondant West Virginia, served 
Carville Chairman again year 
and enjoyed the continued corre- 
spondence. Voiture 173, Moundsville, 
renewed the six library subscriptions 
they had entered last year, and P.A. 
Spurlock, Logan, sent eleven new sub- 
scriptions this year. 

From Milwaukee, Roy Liebert, Di- 
rector Grand Voiture Activities wrote 
outlining his planned subscription 
campaign. sent along the 
material, and mailed bulletins all 
parts Wisconsin telling about THE 
STAR. Jack Wilson, Grand Corre- 
spondant, prepared display our 
publication for the 1956 Grand Prome- 
held this year mid-June. 

had been several years since 
had any correspondence with the Grand 
Voiture Virginia, until shortly after 
New Year’s when heard from Direc- 
tor Grand Voiture Activities, R.D. 
M.D., Richmond. Dr. Gar- 
cin wrote for the material use 
soliciting subscriptions THE STAR 
his state. 

are happy able report 
that again this year Voiture 1060, Tusca- 
loosa, Alabama, has recorded 100%, 
participation the subscription drive. 
The list names was sent Grady 
Jones, Correspondant Locale, Jack Simp- 
son, Voiture 426, Montgomery, forward- 
twenty-four subscriptions from Voya- 
geurs and mentioned his letter that 
they, too, hoped become 100% Voi- 
ture. 


The Carville Chairman Minnesota 
this year was J.J. Harney, Duluth. His 
Voiture 919 laid emphasis 
tions hospitals, schools and doctors. 
Winona County Voiture 580 sent sub- 
scriptions for twelve the Legion Posis 
the State, and Voiture 1281, Maple 
Plain, handled nineteen additional Leg- 
ion Posts, Flowers, Cleveland, Chef 
Gare Voiture 281, wrote frankly 
that he’d never read copy our pub- 
lication. After saw copy, and spent 
bit time absorbing its contents, 
got busy and secured ten subscriptions 

the close the 1955 Grand Voiture 
Promenade Arkansas, Jean De- 
Texarkana, sent twenty-five 
subscriptions that gathered the 
convention. Later, Howard Beasley, Cor- 
respondant Voiture 1365, Marianna, 
sent thirty-five names and addresses 
for delivery THE STAR. 

Voiture 542, San Antonio, Texas, sent 
several contributions for THE 
social service work, memory de- 
parted comrades, and Claude McDaniel, 
Amarillo, has kept the subscription cam- 
paign before Voyageurs 689 again 
this year. 

The Grand Voiture Pennsylvania 
appointed Hastings Crouthamel, Sou- 
derton, Director Voiture Activities 
and STAR chairman. former years, 
that Grand Voiture renewed subscrip- 
tions twenty-five hospitals 
state. 

were delighted hear from Fred 
Whitlock, East St. Louis, Illinois, Grand 
Chef Gare. Mr. Whitlock wrote that 
received the Veteran’s issue THE 
STAR (July-August 1955) the Prom- 
Nationale Miami, Florida, and 
was distressed note that there the 
report Illinois was credited with only 
seven subscriptions for 1955. sent out 
bulletins all Voitures Locale 
nois and this year’s total shows seventy- 
seven subscriptions. nice increase in- 
deed. 

Our friend Harry Goldsmith Voi- 
ture 622, Yuma, Arizona, was backed 
his STAR subscription efforts this 
year W.L. Moyer, Chef Gare 
Voiture 73, Tucson; Mike Babich, 
Voiture 253, Globe; Edgar Hollan- 
der, Voiture 35, Phoenix, and George 
Warne, Voiture 987, Bisbee. 

have been disappointed 
Maryland response the subscription 
drive, and hoping that can ob- 
tain over 200 this year,” wrote Grover 
Hitch, Glen Burnie, shortly after tak- 
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ing over the STAR chairmanship Mar- 
vland. have now reached the end 
the Forty and Eight year, and are 
quite proud that this report credits Mar- 
yland with total 223 subscriptions. 
Surely, Mr. Hitch happy about it, too. 
These subscriptions came from Voitures 
throughout the State. Wm. Rollins, 
Glen Burnie, plans have 
made up, bearing likeness the ban- 
ner used the front cover THE 
STAR, awarded the Maryland 
Voiture securing the greatest number 
subscriptions from people not belonging 
the Forty and Eight. will eager 
see picture this trophy when 
completed, 

For several years the Grand Voiture 
New York has sent THE STAR the fines 
collected their Promenades. Lisle 
Wagner, New York City, sent check 
the close the 1955 Grand Promen- 
ade that used cover part the 
cost outing for blind and handi- 
STAR late last summer. Voiture New 
York City, and John Shearer sent 
along checks help with our annual 
community Christmas party. 
Altman, New York, again handled THE 
STAR chairmanship for the Empire 
State and received big assist from 
William Klinghoffer Voiture 533, 
who upped the totals with some 
subscriptions. 

Late last fall, had the pleasure 
meeting Joe Hamm, Chef Gare, 
ture 762, Kansas City, Kansas, and Mrs. 
Hamm, when they visited our communi- 
while vacation. After that visit, 
Chef Gare Hamm wrote, 
scription list THE STAR for our 
And they did, too, the tune 
236 subscriptions. When 
that total 275 Kansas Forty and 
Fight subscriptions, 230 are from one 
Voiture, commendable. Dudley 
Dickinson, Overland Park, also mem- 
ber Voiture 762 usual contributed 
toward the expense our community 

While the Grand Voiture Georgia 
also closed the year with total 275 
subscriptions, they came from about nine 
the Voitures Locale. Voiture 1229, 
Marietta, with Delmas Franklin serv- 
ing correspondant, sent subscrip- 
tions one letter; Ira Melton, De- 
catur, served STAR chairman for 
Voiture 217; Eugene Kelly held the same 
post Voiture 567, Savannah, and 
James Smith, Jefferson, handled Voi- 
ture There four Voitures account- 
for 200 the total for the year, 

the 400’s, I’m sure. 
For the purposes this report, there 
are three states that bracket, Ohio, 
Michigan and Louisiana. 

Ohio with 408 subscriptions, just got 
under the wire. Bill Irwin, Cleve- 
land, the printing business himseif. 


year, prints and circulates sub- 
scription forms throughout Ohio. 
twenty-four Voitures Locale participated 
our educational program this 
how many these Voitures place 
phasis putting our 
doctors’ offices, school and public libra- 
ries. Without actually taking the time 
count stencils, truthfuliy believe 
that Ohio excells all other that 
phase the subscription drive, 
renewals are sent promptly, too. 


Michigan’s ST. 

R.H. (Rick) Ferguson, St. Joseph, 
Michigan, served chairman 
this year. have worked with Rick be- 
fore and With seven- 
teen Michigan Voitures participating 
the subscription campaign, Voiture 1332, 
Rapids, turned better than 
rating; Voiture 181, Battle Creek, 
its annual 100% record and 
Voiture 1183, Holland, with 
tions and contribution $31 our 
social service funds very near that 
score, too. Voiture 669, Quincy, with 
membership has subscriptions; 
and Voitures 708, Muskegon, and 957, 
Ann Arbor, are above the 50% mark, 
Michigan finished the year with tota! 
427 subscriptions from Voyageurs. 


California’s Grand Chef Willard Stewart 
and Louisiana’s Grand Chef Harry Robert- 
son met Carville last October. 


Grand Chef Gare Harry Robertson, 
Metairie, reappointed L.S. (Buck) Hoo- 
per Shreveport Louisiana’s STAR 
chairman this year, Buck brought the 
state into the higher brackets our 
annual tally last year, and this time 
the upper 400 class, Sixteen Louisi- 
ana Voitures are represented our cir- 
culation files, with Hooper’s 137 out 
front with 186 subscriptions its credit. 

Louisiana Voyageurs are frequent vis- 
itors, and there are many you that 
have come know that dare not 
mention any you name, for fear 


Louisiana’s STAR salesman, L.S. Hooper 


omitting others who deserve 


praise for your many services us. 
fice say that hope each you 
realizes how much your visits and friend- 
ship mean patients this hospital. 
Missouri came fourth from the top 
this year’s annual tally with total 
525 subscriptions. not have mem- 
bership figures the various Voitures, 


Jack Byrnes, Voiture 38, St. Louis, Mo., 
visited here last October and that time 
said the visit made him more than ever in- 


but Burley Justis, Marshfield, Cor- 
respondant 1395, notified that his 
Voiture was 100% enrolled our 
culation files when sent the sub- 
scription list. Voiture Kansas City. 
with Peacock Correspondant hes 
131 stencils; Jack Byrnes, St. Louis, has 
mailed 164 for Voiture 38, including 
renewals for libraries, hospitals and 
doctors’ offices; and Thomas Maho- 
ney, St. Louis County Voiture 448, hand- 
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led names and addresses for us. Carl 
St. Joseph, continued his STAK 
work Voiture 130 despite several peri- 
ods hospitalization and extensive sur- 
Carl sent his personal check help with 
the cost the annual community Christ- 
party sponsored THE STAR. 


South Carolina’s Grande 
Tom Williams Columbia. 


South Carolina’s Correspon- 
dant Tom Williams, Columbia, has been 
concientious STAR salesman for sever- 
find his State third place this an- 
nual report with 541 subscriptions, 
Carolina, everything goes first 
the Grand Correspondant and Tom pro- 
cesses all lists typewriter giving Voi- 
ture number each group before mail- 
ing them us, This helps prevent 
errors names and addresses, and 
appreciated. Tom’s friendly letters over 
the years are also appreciated lot. 

The final total for most states lower 
this year than last, but that does not 
apply North Carolina. They came 
second, with total 650 subscriptions 
compared with 528 this time last year. 
F.E. (Gene) Arndt, Hickory, served 
Grand Voiture STAR chairman with 
highly successful results. John King, 
Durham, Grand Correspondant, sent 
Voiture Voiture tally member- 
ship and STAR subscriptions with per- 
centages all worked out. Twenty-five 
Voitures participated the subscription 
campaign with honorable mention going 
Voitures 245, Wilmington; 589, New 
930, Wilson; 1189, Monroe, and 
1301, Jacksonville. Voiture 1097, Lex- 
average did Voiture 1335, Stantons- 
Five Voitures topped the 100% 
participation. addition Gene 
own Voiture 915, Hickory, they 
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Meet the championship team California’s Grand Chef Willard Stewart and STAR 
chairman Thomas Navarra. With Stewart telling all Voitures Locale about his tour 
Navarra said interest was kept alive furthering the circulation THE 


STAR. 


include, No. 649, Valdese; No. 1238, 
Lenoir; No. 1257, Rocky Mount, and 
No. 1400 Charlotte. 

For the third consecutive year, Cali- 
fornia has lead this tally placing first 
this time the total 1,253, some 603 
subscriptions ahead the second place 
state, Again had the pleasure work- 
ing with STAR chairman Thomas 
Navarra, Los Angeles, and while felt 
discouraged that the final figure wos 
lower than the 1955 one, think Tom 
deserves lot credit for his continued 
efforts our educational campaign. 
Navarra received wonderful backing 
from Grand Chef Gare Willard Stew- 
art, Van Nuys, who spoke all over Cali- 
fornia about his Carville visit last fall. 

the California Voitures partici- 
pating the subscription campaign, 
had 50% better representation, 
and Ventura Voiture 109; Coachella Val- 
ley Voiture 35; Dorado Voiture 1362: 
Palomar Voiture 1406, and Mendocina 
County Voiture 912 each turned bet- 
ter than 100% records. 

Well, it’s that time again, time close 
the files Forty and Eight subscriptions 
received during the 1955-56 period and 
begin with clean slate another year. 
giving the state state tally, 
though, want inject personal 
message into this report. Each the 
states that carries STAR subscrip- 
tion drive has one Grand Voiture chair- 
man and Voiture Locale chairmen. Some 
states relay everything through the 
Grand Voiture chairman, others write 


direct THE STAR. matter how 
handled, all your mail THE 
STAR comes into hands for 
edgment. have been corresponding 
with most you for quite few years 
and I’ve been drafting these reports an- 
nually since about 1945. 

Each you writes with warm touch 
human understanding invariably 
closing with good wishes for the success 
our work and for better health for 
us, this personal touch that 
you put into letters that could coldly 
routine and impersonal that always 
pleases me. You represent many profes- 
sions but matters not you are doc- 
tor, dentist, lawyer, judge, merchant, 
sheriff engaged any the many 
fields endeavor, you are all hu- 
manitarians interested your fellow- 
man and his welfare. wanted you 
that feel friendly toward each 
you, almost had met you 
person. And that simply way 
saying, “It nice knowing you, and 
working with you.” 

close this report, want 
remind all Voyageurs that the on- 
way can know your affiliation 
with the Forty and Eight you giv- 
ing your Voiture number the sub- 
scription form letter. want 
credit your organization with all sub- 
scriptions. 

Please address all correspondence per- 
taining subscriptions THE STAR, 
Carville, La. 
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Summary Forty and Eight Subscrip- 
lions States: 
July 1955, through June 30, 1956. 


California 1253 
North Carolina 650 
South Carolina 541 
Missouri 525 
483 
Michigan 427 
Ohio 403 
Georgia 275 
Kansas 275 
New York 258 
Maryland 223 


Arizona 134 
Pennsylvania 
Texas 
Arkansas 
Minnesota 
Alabama 
Virginia 
Wisconsin 
West Virginia 
lowa 
Oregon 
Massachusetts 
Mississippi 
Indiana 

Florida 


American Legion Auxiliary Serves 


the Annual Department Rehabili- 
tation Report forms, issued the 
tional rehabilitation chairman, Mrs. Carl 
Zeller, Gibsonburg, Ohio, find 
reference that pleases lot, under 
the heading “Service Through Educa- 
tion.” inquires, was done 
the Health Educational Phase the 
program overcome psychological fear 
contracting Hansen’s disease? How 
Units subscribed THE STAR, 
and how many libraries and public 
reading rooms was placed?” True, this 
part the inquiry was only one four 
covered under the subject, but 
significant that part the pro- 
“Service Through Education” 
the American Legion Auxiliary, 

would difficult for say how 
many Units each state have entered 
subscriptions THE STAR, but 
can report that our circulation files 
there are this writing 1,450 stencils 
bearing the Auxiliary notation, and that 
they were received from every one the 
plus the District Columbia, 
Canal Zone and Alaska. The total from 
each state and territory will given 
the close this report. Mrs. Zeller 
should take justifiable pride the fact 
that her own Department Ohio, placed 
second only the state Louisiana, 
total number subscriptions. 

this same Rehabilitation Report, 
mention made the Area 
ence held last October Ashville, North 
Carolina, and the talk given there about 
this hospital. Our good friend, Louisi- 
ana’s Department President Hattie Day- 
ries, Baton Rouge, gave the talk, telling 
about the Unit here and its outstanding 
work well giving information about 
THE STAR. Mrs, Dayries one the 
many Louisiana Auxiliary women who 
have been visiting this hospital for years 
and know the patients friends; and 
patients have the same feeling about 
the women the Auxiliary, too. 

program instituted several years ago 
Carville Hospital Chairman, 
(Steve) McCormick, Destrehan, 
cooperation with Unit Minden, Lou- 
isiana, still very much alive. That 
Unit sends THE STAR check each 


quarter for some one read the 
ing news blind men patients, who 
certainly enjoy keeping with athlet- 
ics through the courtesy this group 
Auxiliary women Minden. 

Again this year, the Joint Welfare 
Fund the Louisiana Department 
The American Legion and the American 
Legion Auxiliary sent generous check 
added our educational fund. 

The things mentioned here are all 
number subscriptions THE STAR 
any Department the United States. 
Whenever the local B.L. Spann Unit 
188 needs assistance with serving guests 
entertainments, they know they can 
always depend women like Mrs. Dora 
Hitzman and Mrs, Juanita Bauer, Nich- 
olson Unit 38, Baton Rouge, drive 
here service. This the kind 
help that must referred the Re- 
habilitation Bulletin under the title 
“Service the 

Other Departments the Auxiliary 
are too far removed from this communi- 
give that kind assistance, but 
they help other ways. 

short time ago heard from Mrs. 
Mildred Brimlow, president Unit 53, 
Beaumont, Texas, She sent along check 
from the Unit placed our social 
service funds saying, want the pa- 
tients know that have very 
spot our hearts for And 
large part our population came from 
Texas, they have warm spot their 
hearts for that Lone Star State. 

Mrs. Laura Goode, Portland, Oregon, 
past national president the Auxili- 
ary sent check used you think 
best your worthwhile program.” 
was applied toward outing for handi- 
capped patients the time was re- 
ceived late last summer. 

Many Departments have entered 
whole-heartedly into the “Shower 
Cards for Carville” which demonstrates 
that knowledge this hospital spread- 
ing throughout the American Legion 
Auxiliary. The more Auxiliary women 
who know about Hansen’s disease, and 
the hospital that treats it, the sooner that 
knowledge will spread among friends 


Nebraska 

Tennessee 
Connecticut 

North Dakota 

New Jersey 

District Columbia 
Kentucky 

New Hampshire 
Rhode !sland 
Washington 


States not listed not have subscrip- 
tions from Voyageurs, far know. 


Carville 


who are not members your organiza- 
tion, and the program rehabilitation 
acceptance the discharged pa- 
tient will come into clearer focus. You, 
the women who comprise the American 
Legion Auxiliary, can and will correct 
misconceptions about Hansen’s disease 
every opportunity, for has become 
part your Rehabilitation Program. 

Last March your National 
Mrs. Ruby Ward, Kingswood, West Vir- 
ginia, came this community pre- 
sent new Buick station wagon the 
local Post and Unit used take 
patients authorized vacations and for 
Sunday afternoon drives. This station 
was purchased contributions 
Units everywhere and the upkeep and 
repair bills are met from your gifts 
that fund. each you has part 
the pleasure that this car brings us, 

Before giving the state state tally, 
want again ask that every Unit 
individual member the Auxiliary 
STAR, remember few things. Please 
the complete name and address 
the person whom our publication 
envelope without this information 
can not begin mailing the issues until 
can locate that information from your 
Department Secretary. Also please send 
all mail concerned with 
scriptions direct to, THE STAR, Car- 
ville, La., and make checks and money 
orders payable THE STAR, 

Now for state state summary 
Auxiliary subscriptions, covering the pe- 
riod from July 1955, through June 30, 
1956: 

Louisiana 163; Ohio 133; California 107; 
100; Oregon 65; New York 
37; Texas 36; Colorado 35; Massachusetts 34; 
Pennsylvania 29; Wisconsin 
Virginia 26; North Kentucky 
18; New Jersey 14; Vermont 14: 
District Montana12; Mary- 
land 11; New Hampshire 10; Alabama 
Sovth Dakota5; Utah4; Ida- 
ho3; New Mexico3; Oklahoma3; 
Georgia2; Michigan2; and one each 


Arizona, Mississippi, South 
West Virginia. —AP 


There Flace Like Home Carville 


Where One’s Cottage Home Away From Home 


July the House Appropriations 
Committee approved bill (HR 12138) 
(supplemental appropriation for the 
PHS) carrying $1,225,000, which $25,- 
patients this hospital who built, 
bought from other patients, private cot- 
tages the rear the hospital grounds, 
section known locally Cottage 
Grove, sometimes called City.” 

There are cottages, and after the 
claims are settled, understood the 
government will take over 
tures and repair those which are run 
down. According articles the daily 
press, Dr. Himmelsbach, Chief 
the Division Hospitals, PHS, told the 
House Appropriations Committee that 
the houses have helped preserve 
family relationships” have had 
peutic the patients involved. 

“We should use them and 
therapeutic fashion dictated the 
physicians the hospital rather than 
the economy the individuals.” 
said there are number family situa- 
tions Carville and the hospital has 
provisions the dormitories for fam- 
ilies live together. 

The family relationships which Dr. 
Himmelsbach probably referred are 
couples who met and married after both 
were patients Carville. There are 
married couples the present 
patient enrollment 318, despite 
the most generally accepted theory 
the transmission Hansen’s disease 
“prolonged and intimate contact,” the 
incidence marital infection negligi- 
ble, practically nil, the U.S. 
other family relationships the Carville 
patient body, there are one two father 
and son and one two brother and sis- 
ter relationships. There are probably 
few cousins, but family groups such 
parents and children, and that term 
the daily press will give the average 
reader the wrong impression. 


195€ 


Section Cottaae Grove 


The cottages are presently occupied 
the married couples mentioned 
previously, Four are occupied other 
patients and three are unoccupied. Some 
the patients have lived their cot- 
tages for years more, and have 
furnished them very comfortably, includ- 
ing Butane gas systems for heating and 
cooking, purchased the patient’s ex- 
pense. Some the cottagers have 
flower gardens; others not aesthetical- 
minded for growing vegetables. 
There plenty ground. most the 
cottagers, all the marrieds, their 
own cooking, drawing raw rations from 
the hospital commissary, 

presume the next step settling 
the cottage deal will the arrival here 
representative from Public Buildings 
Service appraise the individual cot- 
tages and prorate the appropriation. 
Whether this step will taken soon 
not know, but those concerned 
hope the matter will not drag and on, 
The original bill amended (HR 5787) 
makes the appropriation available until 
Tune 30, 1958. 

The Department Health, Education 
and Welfare concurred the 
tion 5787 Rep. Emanuel Celler 
(D-NY) (84th Congress Ist Session, 
April 21, 1955). Prior that date Mr. 
Hollinger, Council for the PHS 
visited Carville look into the cottage 
situation, and the matter was discussed 
here December 1953 group meet- 
ing local PHS officials with PHS 
Washington brass, The rough estimate 
$25,000 was arrived the Depart- 
ment Health, Education and Welfare 
cooperation with the representatives 
Public Buildings Service. 

How the patients, the cottage-own- 
ers themselves, feel about the transfer 
their “homes” government owner- 
ship? interviewed cross section 
the patients concerned and the con- 
sensus favorable the transfer. One 
patient put this way: “It was inevi- 


table. knew all along that the cot- 
tages were government property.” 
One the cottagers, usually pessimistic, 
optimistic about this deal. said, 
continue living the cottages, and 
Uncle Sam will keep them repair. 
it’s like having your cake and eating 
too.” Some the patients expressed con- 
cern that they might have take beat- 
ing their investment much 
the bill includes “furniture and fix- 
tures therein.” There feeling that 
perhaps $25,000 not sufficient cover 
cottages plus “furniture 

Four the cottage owners have 
discharged and left the hospital. 
were given permission rent their coi- 
but lump cash settlement these 
€x-patients would big help. Some 
are buying homes their new places 
residence. Several other cottagers are 
the verge discharge, and plan 
leave the hospital, seems us, and 
are directly concerned, that for 
apeutic effect” all the present cottage 
occupants should assured that they 
could continue living their cottages 
and the new policy would apply all 
future occupants. 

Some the publicity the daily 
press concerning the cottage appropria- 
tion was inaccurate and misleading; e.g., 
United States Public Health Ser- 
vice has ordered patients the Nation- 
Leprosarium Carville stop build- 
ing homes the hospital grounds 
house their families, was 
day,” (June 22, 1956), from story by- 
lined Vernon Louviere, New Orleans 
Siates, Washington Bureau. There has 
been remodeling recently 1952 
some the cottages, already the 
grounds, but new cottages have been 
permitted for seven eight years; 
fact, because times” one 
wanted build even permission 
would have been granted. 

page 12) 


Culion’s Golden Jubilee Successful 


The Culion Sanitarium, the is- 
land Palawan, the Philippines, suc- 
cessfully celebrated its golden jubilee 

May 26-28, 1956, 

Dr. Jose Rodriquez, Chief, Divi- 
sion Sanitaria, Department Health, 
headed the party visiting officials, 
members ecclesiastical and missionary 
groups, social workers, athletic delega- 
tions from four other Sanitaria 
the Philippines and many visitors, 
friends and relatives the patients and 
the employees. They were brought 
Philippine Navy. 


The her maids and their consorts, 
who reigned during the Jubilee festivities. 
Center, Rebecca Miss Culion Golden 
and consort, Ramon Laureola; left, 
Ferrer, first maid and consort, 
right, Belen Mamangon, second maid 
and consort, Manuel Vibar. Miss and 
her maids were crowned Manila vernac- 
ular noets the Auditorium May 26, 1956. 


Cottages from page 11) 
Associated Press wire story, date- 
lined Washington, July 16, 1956, “OK 
$25,000 Buy Carville Homes,” refer- 
treats lepers.” This objectionable termi- 
nology points two things that 
long the word “leprosy” retained 
scientific name for the disease. 
the patients here and elsewhere will 
insulted that odious designation. Re- 
grettably, the PHS prefers the term “lep- 
use, though they ban the word “leper.” 
Perhaps the press was properly briefed, 
they might differentiate between the two 
words, but doubt it. The second 
thing that apparently the information 
department the PHS did not concein 
itself with the publicity the cottage 
appropriation and the press was def- 
initely interested, they missed golden 
opportunity get across the public 
some educational data about Carville. 
Instead the news the daily press con- 
tained more half facts than facts. 
Not cleared yet 


Addendum: Letter received THE 
STAR, July 24, 1956. 


HOUSE REPRESENTATIVES 
Committee Appropriations 
Eighty-fourth Congress 
Washington, D.C. 

July 19, 1956 


reply your letter June 20th, advise 


The Welcome Arch the wharf and del- 
with their ribbons and leis waiting 
for the officials and visitors disembark 
the Philippine Navy ship R.P.S. 
“Pampanca” that brought them from Manila 
and other points. 


that the matter you refer appears the 
hearings the Supplemental Appropriation 
1957, copy which enclosed. The 
approved the request and the 
money for carried the Supplemental 
Appropriation Bill, 1957, H.R. 12138. This 
hill now conference, although this parti- 
cular item not disagreement, and will 
uncoubtedly clear Congress within the next 
two three days. 

(Signed) Clarence Cannon 

Chairman 


Subscribers—Notice 

The number behind your address each 
issue your expiration date renewing, 
you send along that part the back cover 
makes locating your stencil easy. 
sure make checks money orders pay- 
able THE STAR and mail them directly 
the publication Pt. Clair Branch, Car- 
ville, Louisiana. 


Sanitaria, cutting the ribbon Sanitar- 
Gate, Dr. Jose Tiong, Act- 
Chief the Sanitarium, his right and 


ee 


'sabel Evangelista, Deputy Chief the 
Hospitality Section. Looking are Dr. Do- 
and Dr. Aleiandro Laureola. 


Among the prominent visitors were 
Domingo Disini the Division 
Sanitaria, Director Yap the Wage and 
Position Classification Office, Atty, Sal- 
vador Tan the WAPCO, Dr. 
MacMillian the International Coop- 
erative Administration, Mr. Eduard 
Chadwick the United Nations and 
Joan Higgins, Manila Times cor- 
res pondent. 

Dr. Jose Tiong, chairman the 
crganization committee the Golden 
jubilee has written THE STAR that 
end souvenir program issued com- 
memorate the event, 


CARVILLE, INC. 
General Merchants 


Carville, Louisiana 


Fancy Groceries, 
Dry Goods, Hardware 
Convenient, Courteous Service 


Change address 


THE STAR mailed second class 
permit. not forwarded new ad- 
dress. Kindly notify you are moving. 
giving both old and new addresses. 


Abbett Wimberly 


Department Store 


ORDERS MAIL PHONE HANDLED PROMPTLY 


Free Easy Parking 


2559 Plank Rd. 


the rear store 


Dial 5-7723 
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The Patients Federation presented 
Dr. Wood with parting gift June 
Making the presentation Arthur 
Gibson, Federation president (1955-56) 
Looking are r., Charles 
Stanley Stein and Betty Thomas. Stiney 
and Miss Thomas were members the 
Federation Executive Board (1955-56). 
The presentation took place 
STAR pressroom with the newly-elected 
the Patients Federation Ex- 
ecutive Board, also participating. Darryl 
Broussard, new president, spoke brielly, 
expressing the patients’ deep and gen- 
uine appreciation Dr. Wood for his 
services here. 


Changes 


There have been some changes made 
—again —in the resident medical staff 
this Three physicians were 
transferred July and they all left 
here the same day, June 30th. After 
two-years service Carville, Dr. Stephen 
Herbert was transferred the PHS 
San Francisco, where accept- 
residency internal medicine. His 
duties here were the eye clinic. Car- 
ville was first assignment for Dr. Her- 
bert following his internship the PHS 
Hospital, New Orleans. 


Dr. Frank Lundin was transferred 
the National Cancer Institute, Memphis, 
where will report for duty 
epidemiologist. Lundin also had two 
years service Carville, coming here 
directly from his internship the PHS 
Hospital, Norfolk. 

Dr. Horatio Wood, IV, was trans- 
ferred the PHS (Neuropsychiatric) 
Hospital, Ft. Worth, Texas. Dr. Wood 
came Carville July 1955 from the 
University Virginia Hospital, 
lottesville, following his internship 
was here for year and although 
was keenly interested Hansen’s dis- 
ease and expressed the desire stay 
for another year two, was not per- 
that one the recommendations the 
PHS Advisory Committee 
Leprosy” reads: “Assignment jun- 
ior Carville should for 
limited periods two three years.” 


1956 


Dr. Wood Quaker, strongly adher- 
ing the humanitarian concept fun- 
damental the “Society Friends.” 
also member the American 
Civil Liberties Union. 

wish Dr. Herbert, Dr. Lundin and 
Dr. Wood outstanding success the 
medical world and may they always look 
back Carville, their first assignment, 
with pleasant memories. 


Newcomers 


Dr.Conrad Herr and Dr. Ronald Lau- 
kaitis are the staff newcomers. They 
ported for duty here early July. Dr. 
Herr, Kentuckian, graduate the 
Tulane School Medicine, New Or- 
leans, class 1955. served his intern- 
ship the Staten Island, N.Y., PHS 
Hospital, from where was assigned 
Carville. had two reasons for re- 
questing his Carville assignment, first, 
plans into medical missionary 
work and second, his wife student 
New Orleans. Dr. Herr saw case 
Hansen’s disease Staten Island Hos- 
pital and visited Carville twice dur- 
ing his student days Tulane. 

Dr, Laukaitis Pennsylvanian. 
graduate the Hahnemann Medi- 
cal College, Philadelphia, class 1955, 
and interned Lancaster General 
Hospital. Carville also his first assign- 
inent. did not request 
but requested hospital duty. had 
never seen case Hansen’s disease be- 
fore coming here. 

The new physicians are friendly and 
seem fitting themselves into their 
work here with alacrity and zeal. Asked 
about their first impressions Carville, 
they said our expectations,” 


Callers 


The Chief the Division Hospital, 
Public Health Service, Dr. C.K. Him- 
melsbach expected arrive this 
hospital August for official cail. 
With Dr. Himmelsbach will Mr. 
Joseph Hogan, PHS Chief Construc- 
tion and Maintenance and Miss Mary 
Gillis, Chief Social Service for PHS. 


Carville High Graduate Four 


most communities Louisiana 
and probably elsewhere the nation, 
school has been out since early June, 
but this hospital the two Navy surplus 
quonset huts which serve 
schoolhouse will not close their doors 
until Friday, August 3rd. that eve- 
uing, with Judge Carlos Spaht, prom- 
Baton Rouge attorney, giving the 
commencement address, four the 
dents will don caps and gowns walk 
proudly down the aisle the theatre 
receive their high school The 
graduates, three young men and young 
woman, are Bill Wong, Henry Leeds. 
Dennison and Betty Thomas. 

Betty the salutatorian. her words 
welcome, she will urge the students 
now attending school carry until 
they, too, receive diplomas, and she will 
appeal other patients take advan- 
tage the educational opportunities 
offered them here, instead wasting 
their time during hospitalization, will 
double graduation for Betty 
she was discharged recently, and 
soon leave the hospital. Henry the 
valedictorian. His address emphasizes 
that “the hope democracy and peace 
the world rests partly upon further 
advances the fight against ignorance.” 
expresses special appreciation the 
teachers and credits the local school for 
its many services this community, such 
helping foreign patients obtain 
citizenship papers. says, “The scho- 
lastic background receive 
pares take our places the world 
independent and responsible citizens,” 
Henry’s English was extremely limited 
when started school here four 
ago. George Dana, 8th grade 
will speak “What School Has Dene 
For Me.” 

Diplomas the high school 
and certificates five elementary stu- 
dents will presented Carville’s 
director community activities, Mr. 
sistant professor the University 
Minnesota, The school program here 
under Mr. Rickman’s direction. 

Mrs. Hattie Dayries, Baton Rouge, 
National Executive Committeewoman, 
American Legion Auxiliary, will 
several special awards given the local 
B.L.Spann Unit, ALA, and the Point 
Clair Lions Club awards “for progress 
and attendance” will presented 
Fred Smith, chairman, education 
mittee. 

The invocation will offered 
Abbot Francis and the benediction 
the Rev. Mr. Carl Elder, 
chaplains. 

The evening will conclude with 
graduation prom the patio with music 
Baton Rouge orchestra. The prom 
sponsored the local Unit the 
ALA, The Unit also responsible 


(contd 


ppreciation 


June and July are the months usually 
chosen Lions Clubs throughout the 
world for installation newly-elected 
officers. The Point Clair Lions Club 
here Carville chose June for this 
function. The affair was held the ball- 
room and the Lions had their ladies 
guests. box supper was served. 

Ernest Skillman, Baton Rouge, new- 
ly-elected district governor District 
8-N, was the installing officer. Shown 
from left right are some the par- 
ticipants the ceremonies: Francis 
Holliday, past president the Down- 
town Baton Rouge Club; Raul Avalos, 
first vice president the Point Clair 
Club; Melchor Domingo, newly installed 
president the club; Dist. Gov. 
man; Hank Simon, second vice president 
the Point Clair Club; 
pagne, president the East Baton 
Rouge Club. 


Picnic for Patients 


Carville dearly loves outings, such 
picnics and barbecues, and have 
never had more enjoyable one than 
that given the Forty and Eight, 
cooperation with the Point Clair Lions 
Club Sunday, June 24. The picnic 
was especially for the physically handi- 
capped patients who received very spe- 
cial attention. Many the local vets 
and the Lions attended. Gay-striped 
umbrellas and tables were moved from 
the patio Lake Johansen. Bingo was 
played and prizes awarded, Mr. 
Morgan Wolf’s Bakery, Baton Rouge, 
brought sound truck for music and 
announcements. box picnic lunch 
barbecued chicken Nesom and other 
goodies were served. 

This picnic was made possible through 
the entertainment fund given the local 
Forty and Eight Voiture the National 
organization and handled the 


ville Coordinating Committee the 
Grand Voiture Louisiana, Forty and 
Frank Nesom, chairman. addi- 
tion those pictured the cover, 
guests from Baton Rouge included Mr. 
and Mrs. James Neese, Mrs. Frank Fe- 
duccia, Mrs. Dora Hitzman, past-presi- 
dent Nicholson Unit 38, American 
Legion Auxiliary, and Mrs, Roy 
tier, president, Nicholson Unit. 

The idea special outings for the 
handicapped originated with the local 
Point Clair Lions Club, and the 
really bang-up job all such af- 
fairs, demonstrating that the patients 
themselves have what takes drive, 
enterprise and imagination. The first 
picnic the season for the handicapped 
was given the Lions June 3rd. 
Coming for July picnic for 
the handicapped sponsored the local 
Unit the American Legion Auxiliary, 
cooperation with the Lions Club; 
another picnic Sunday, August 26, 
with the Lions hosts, and the last one 
the season will given 
STAR cooperation with the Lions, 


Congratulations Frank Nesom 


Carville patients rejoiced hear 
the honor recently paid our solid 
friend,” Frank Nesom Baton Rouge. 
Frank was chosen Louisiana’s outstand- 
ing member the Forty and Eight for 
the year, the State convention the 
Forty and Eight held Shreveport 
one more deserving such 
honor. Almost every patient Car- 
ville knows Frank personnally and 
know that can depend him 
all times for whatever the mission, from 
preparing barbecue shopping for 
magazine. Joe Warner, past State 
head the Forty and Eight presented 
the trophy Frank Nesom. 


Carville High 


the new caps and gowns. 

Carville’s eleven-months school year 
broken every six weeks one week 
vacation. Should student fall behind 
his classes private instruc- 
tion during vacation week one the 
school’s three full-time teachers, all 
whom are certified teachers with college 
degrees. Mr. Gaston England 
pal. teaches mathematics, science and 
Mrs. Mamie Grevemberg teach- 
English and social sciences, and 
Harold Sicard teaches commercial sub- 
jects. Mr. England and Mrs. Sicard drive 
over here daily from their homes 
ton Rouge and Grevemberg, from 
the village Carville. They enjoy their 
work here. The students are also given 
classes manual arts with Mr. Paul 
Keisler, head this department, 
structor, There were about students 
eurolled the beginning the term, 
and very few dropped out. The students 
include adults, teenagers and only two 
children. When school reopens Sep- 
tember, will longer housed 
the quonset The new schoolhouse 
will situated one the hospital 
buildings, formerly used dormitory, 
but now completely remodeled into four 
large, light and airy class-rooms, con 
ference room and library. All the rooms 
have been very attractively decorated 
pastel shades greens, grays and pinks. 


(cont’d from page 


Local Legion Groups Elect 


George Dana the new commander, 
1956-57 the local B.L.Spann Post 188, 
American Legion. Aline Stribbling 
was again chosen president the Auxili- 
ary Unit. Joe Martinez the new Chet 
Gare Voiture Locale 902, Forty and 
and Mary Ruth Broussard 
Petite Chapeau the Iberville Salon. 
Light and Forty. 


Appointed Colonel Again 


Governor Earl Long has appointed 
Stanley Stein, editor THE STAR 
colonel and aide-de- camp his statt. 
The commission dated June 14, 1956, 
signed the Governor and the 
jutant General the State Louisiana. 

understand this honor 
editor came through the special interest 
spark plug was, course, the editor’s 
great friend, Mom Miller from Shreve- 
port. 


Stein also served colonel the 
Governor Robert Kennon. 


Subscribers Attention 


When writing about change 
kindly address your envelope to: 

The Star 

Pt. Clair Br. P.O. Box 

Carville, La. 
Checks money orders for subscrip- 
tions should made payable The 
Star. 


July-August 


Point Clair Lions Installation 
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New Modern Housing for Kalaupapa, Molokai, T.H. 


The Territory Hawaii’s Depart- 
ment Public Works will construct 
nine cottages Kalaupapa, Molokai, 
the Territory’s old settlement for Han- 
sen’s disease patients. Married couples 
among the patients will occupy the new 
houses. The cottages will cost $79,406 
and the project was made possible 
appropriation the 1955 
Legislature. 

single set plans Architect 
Herbert Beyer, will serve for all cct- 
tages (see sketch above), and for the 
sake economy construction and 
design, they will vary only roof color. 

Walls will northwest red cedar. 
The deeply jutting eaves the shingle 
will shelter entrance lanai, car 
port and outdoor laundry area. 

The cottages will have four rooms 
and bath totaling 700 square feet 
floor space. The bathroom will have 
laundry chute connecting with the out- 
coor laundry area, which will have trays 
and electrical outlets for washer and 
dryer. Many the patients have pur- 
chased these laundry fixtures with their 
earnings employment provided 
the settlement, said Richard Young, in- 
stitution business manager for the De- 
partment Health, 

The cottages represent the first new 
housing construction the settlement 
1932. The contractor will have 
consecutive calendar days com- 
plete them. 

There are patients, 
cligible for discharge, and 135 
patients residing Kalaupapa. New pa- 
tients are not sent Kalaupapa they 
are sent Hale Mohalu Pearl City, 
near Honolulu, the Territory’s new 
hospital. 

letter THE STAR, Dr. Ira 
Hirschy, director, Division Hansen’s 
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Disease, Territorial Department 
Health, said, has been change 
basic policy, but long are re- 
quired maintain Kalaupapa Settle- 
ment for the life those who are there, 
they must have adequate housing. The 
Territorial legislature 1955 Act 
126 directed that ‘any Hansen’s disease 
sufferer shall transferred....to the set- 
tlement Molokai any time upon his 
written request. Hansen’s disease 
sufferer who transferred the settle- 
ment Molokai shall not required 
sign any statement agreeing transfer 
out the settlement nor shall Hansen’s 
disease sufferer resident the settle- 
ment required leave the settlement 
without his written consent.’ this di- 
rective are not able discharge re- 
leased patients because they are 
ered still being Hansen’s disease sut- 
ferers. Hale Mohalu, every patient 
soon has progressed the point 
when can granted temporary re- 
lease (is bacteriologically negative) 
discharged from the hospital and treated 
our out-patient clinic therafter long 
necessary.” 

Because the impending transfer 

patients’ private cottages Carville 
the Government, the new cottage pro- 
ject Kalaupapa has special interest 
for Carville patients. 
Note: The architect’s sketch reproduced 
first appeared the Honolulu Ad- 
vertiser. The Advertiser the source 
most the information this article, 
Information Specialist the Territorial 
Highway Department, for copy the 
sketch. —Ed. 


very helpful our work receive 
renewals prior expiration. Your expira- 
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Hawaii Receives Hale Mohalu Deed 


Hale Mohalu, the Pearl City area 
disease treatment center, re- 
cently became the property the Terri- 
tory Hawaii. 

Governor Samuel King received the 
the property informal cer- 
attended representatives the 
Department Health, government and 
Navy officials. The occasion marked the 
end intricate legal process which 
and site became Territorial property. 

process went like 
this: Hale Mohalu, owned the Navy 
was declared surplus and first offered 
other military branches which indicated 
they did not need the property, sur- 
plus, Hale Mohalu became the property 
the Department Health, Education 
and Welfare Washington. The action 
cleared the way for transfer the Ter- 
ritory for health purposes without Con- 
action. 

Shorn the legal technicalities the 
deed, the transfer gives Hale Mohalu 
without cost. The deed provides 
yearly credit against cost arrangements 
which years cancels out the 
Hale Mohalu must used Hansen 
center for this 20-year period, In- 
surance carriers have estimated replace- 
ment value the property $1,558,019. 

The Hale Mohalu Hospital for Han- 
sen’s disease was opened the 
tory 1949, The patient enrollment 
Hale Mohalu about one hundred. 


$1,000,000 for Work Hawaii 


The Territory Hawaii will receive 
one million dollars from the U.S. Public 
Service for the fiscal year 1957 
which began July Ist, 1956. The 
lion dollars repay the Territory for 
the care and treatment Hansen’s dis- 
ease patients. was part the appro- 
priations bill for the Department 
Health, Education and Welfare. The 
$1,000,000 does not subsidize the entire 
program Hawaii. The balance, 
about $50,000, financed the Terri- 
tory itself. Hawaii anticipates average 
daily census 324 patients 1957. 


BATON ROUGE 
Shop 


Phone 2-8861 
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Bad, 


The story page about the im- 
pending transfer the patients’ private 
cottages government ownership was 
based for the most part testimony giv- 
Dr. C.K. Himmelsbach, Chief 
Division Hospitals, PHS, before 
House Representatives Subcommittee 
Appropriations, June 1956. 
have copy Dr. Himmelsbach’s testi- 

However, the plan action quite 
different from that which Dr. Himmels- 
bach testified before the Congressional 
Subcommittee. This was revealed Dr. 
himself, when met 
with the cottage owners here August 
that time had already gone 
press with page 11. The plan 
action fell like bomb the cottage 
owners. Instead “maintaining, repair- 
ing and assigning therapeutic basis, 
those structures which are considered 
suitable for continued use patients,” 
the plan now tear down all the 
cottages. 

Dr. Himmelsbach gave the cottage 
owners what called real McCoy.” 
said that representative from the 
General Services Administration, 
las, would here before the summer 
over appraise the cottages. Follow- 
ing certain legal procedures, the claims 
the cottage owners would then set- 
tled compromised. that time, 


one more the main buildings now 


Bad News for Carville Cottagers 


used dormitories will have been re- 
modeled into apartments which the 
married couples will moved. The Pub- 
lic Health Service will recommend 
General Services that the cottages torn 
Dr. Himmelsbach passed around 
the architect’s sketch “how plan 
modify present domitories make 
these Each apartment con- 
sists living room, bedroom and bath. 
kitchen but single icebox would 
made available every four apartments 
and probably tearoom each floor 
prepare snacks. The “raw rations” 
which cottages have enjoyed over many 
years will discontinued. Everyone 
eat the cafeteria. Dr. Himmels- 
bach stressed that proper diet essen- 
tial the treatment this disease, 
feel that can feed you better the 
said. The patients con- 
cerned not feel the same way about 
it, and say that these patients are most 
unhappy about the “new” plans would 
the understatement the year. 
number these patients, least four 
and probably there are more, have said, 
“We will give the government our 
tages for nothing they will permit 
continue occupy them until leave 
Carville route another.” The 
patients feel that the “new” plan, proba- 
bly conceived here view other 
cies, based the economic factors in- 
volved. the cottages are torn down, 


will not necessary run the electric 
power now being converted from 
the cottages, hook-in the 
cottages the sewage treatment plant 
planned for installation here next 
“Whenever there change there are 
heartaches and headaches,” observed Dr. 
Himmelsbach. 
aches” are certainly the result Dr. 
Himmelsbach’s announcement, 
the morale the cottage occupants has 
sunk new low. This was the last 
straw. pertinent note that the pa- 
tients’ morale here general has reached 
the nadir depression due other 
changes policy. While the “new” pian 
the cottage owners directly, 
should realized that all the patients 
the hospital will affected when the 
cottages come down, This action will 
the turning point policy, the 
trend which make Carville strict- 
institution, and not hospital com- 
munity. This despite the fact that, even 
with modern medical advances that have 
been made the treatment Hansen’s 
average patient still matter years, 
rather than months days. 

There one “ray hope,” Dr. Him- 
melsbach did promise think over 
many the points brought out the 
patients the more than three hour 
meeting August 


Press Passing 


review news dispatches and stories about Hansen’s disease and related subjects, published the daily press, popular 
magazines, and other journals, with notes and comments from the editor’s desk. 


THE STAR’s Mailbag usually appears 
this page. The Mailbag will back again 
the next issue and hope include Press- 
Passing regular feature, too. 

We have an accumulation of interesting 
news our desk, covering the first 
six months the year. Most the material 
comes from our clipping bureau, but some 
was sent friends this Country 
and from abroad. there anything the 
press about so-called leprosy, receive 
sooner later, with uncanny inevitability. 
Because space limitations, shall review 
only some of the important items. 

The BELRA Quarterly (April-June 1956), 
published the British Empire Leprosy Re- 
hef Association, London, stated, “No review 
the field leprosy relief issued 1956 
could ignore the most notable recent hap- 
When February this year, Her 
the and Head the Common- 
wealth walked among the patients the 
Settlement Oji River, (Eastern 
Nigeria), the floodlight shed this spon- 
tuneous act courage and sympathy out- 
all previous efforts two thousand 
years re-unify those affected leprosy 
with their fellow men, and banish finally 
any shadow ‘uncleanness’ that might still 
darken the patient’s life.” 

Our usually conservative British cousins 
put this rather strong ‘2,000 years” covers 
lot territory, but was their 
noble effort and their pride her 
able. The Queen’s visit the Nigerian set- 
tlement for Hansen’s disease captured the 
attention the world, and without doubt, 
date the big story 1956, education- 


wise HD, and will probably not 
equalled for some time come. 

The Queen’s visit the C.M.S, Settlement 
prompted the medical correspondent the 
London Times (Feb. ,1956) devote two 
disease. The work Carville was mentioned. 
Many U.S. newspapers, addition the 
wire stories (Reuters, UP, AP, INS) 
excellent editorials. 

There nothing new under the sun and 
there certainly nothing new about kings 
and queens taking great interest people 
with so-called leprosy. Henry III England 
endowed many hospitals for its victims and 
Empress Matilda even sold her bed and 
turned over the proceeds the sufferers. 
have some fascinating old manuscripts 
this subject, one which concerns “the roy- 
touch.” Legend has that God conferred 
upon England’s King Edward the Confessor, 
the power healing. His biographers record 
persons afflicted with various kinds 
skin diseases, including called 
leprosy, miraculously healed the king’s 
touch. said have shown special 
charity leprosy victims. was canonized 
Pope Alexander III 1161. The power 
the “royal touch” was afterwards attributed 
other sovereigns. The last “royal touch” 
record was that King Alfonse Spain 
shortly before his abdication. Henry 
England and Philip France had dif- 
ferent kind touch.” These monarchs 
eftected permanent cure “leprosy” vic- 
tims by strapping them to a post and setting 
them Nice people! 

St. James palace, seat the British court, 


stands the one time site hospital for 
fourteen maidens that were leprosy victims, 
mentioned British history about 1100, 

For that matter some the kings them- 
selves are said have had “leprosy.” His- 
tory records that King Baldwin England 
had it. was cured plunging into 
spring. This happened “Bath” and one 
the halls this famous watering place 
relief commemorating “the cure Bald- 
win.” King Henry VIII France also 
said have had “leprosy.” got cured 
bathing human blood, less. Robert 
Bruce, most beloved all Scottish Kings, 
recorded history “the leper king 
Bruce any the monarchs had “so-called 
leprosy,” during the Middle Ages, dozen 
More diseases were labeled that “catch- 
all” name. The word was even used de- 
scribe miserable and pitiable state where 
there was question disease any 
need not scoff the terminology the 
Middle Ages kecausein the twentieth century 
the name “leprosy” still going The 
world retains that ancient misnomer 
for modern infectious Hansen’s 
disease. have only scratched the surface 
this business royalty and so-called 
leprosy. could and on, 


* * * 


Press-Passing had cut make 
room for the late breaking news item 
top this page. plan use more 
Press-Passing our next issue. 


| 
| 


disease was not known Biblical times and has not the slightest 
resemblance zaraath. The unfortunate notion that zaraath Hansen’s dis- 
has semantic basis only, the word leprosy has been used for many dif- 
ferent diseases during the course time. These statements are supported 
authoritative proof contained scientific treatises (Lendrum, Tas, Gramberg, 
MacArthur, etc.). Reprints some these are available from THE STAR. 

medical experts agree that any scheme for the control 
will depend for its success educated public opinion. 

Biblical associations with the disease are major factor the leprophobia 
and change terminology would contribute saner public 
point. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would 


change the name the disease, 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familal. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
and Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
standpoint might considered practically non-com- 
municable disease. This statement supported recommen- 
dations the American Public Health Association (Control 
Communicable Diseases Man, 1950). These APHA re- 
commendations are with U.S, Public Health Service. 


The hospital Carville was founded sixty-one years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing staff 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 


General visitors, with the exception those under 20, are 
admitted for guided tours the hospital A.M., and 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, With but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 
such record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, “The good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
contracting the disease. 


Visitors are not required take any special precautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof that Hansen’s disease the least communicable ali 
communicable diseases. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* * * * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 

PROBLEM Once that determined, the 6,000- 


year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible for 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


* * * * 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* * * 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., N.H., 
N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 


N.D. specifically have restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* + * * 


man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. More than half 


the patients now Carville could sit unnoted anv 
social gathering. 


| | 
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Needless Fear Hansen’s Disease 


Why people fear leprasy? Fear any disease spawned ignorance. 
The general public views leprosy with loathing and abhorrence because they 
know only that infectious, incurable and known mutilate the human 
body. 

Actually, there nothing leprosy, Hansen’s disease, called 
modern times, justify the special place horror holds 
minds. The degree infection low, volunteer human guinea pigs have 
never succeeded inoculating themselves. Patients seldom show 
signs the disease, and mutilations occur only advanced cases. Less 
one person 100,000 the United States afflicted with Hansen’s disease 
today. 

What Hansen’s disease? infectious disease man particularly 
affecting the skin and nerves. caused the leprosy bacillus, be- 
lieved transmitted from infected person well one through 
wounds the skin mucous membrances the nose and throat. The dis- 
ease neither hereditary nor congenial. Incidence Hansen’s disease 
higher tropical areas the world where diet poor, resistance-lowering 
diseases are common, protective clothing lacking, and living conditions 
are overcrowded. 

The Louisiana State Health Department maintains program diagno- 
sis, research, control and treatment Hansen’s disease cooperation 
the U.S. Public Health Service Hospital Carville. Any individual the 
country with Hansen’s disease may received and treated Carville, 
other suitable facility, free From acolumn the New Orleans 
Item, prepared the Louisiana State Health Department, 


with the committee Voluntary Health Agencies, Council Social 
gencies. 


Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana. 
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educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
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